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2026 SSC Panel (69 members, 23 countries) 

Currently
(20%) 

Previously
(18%) Never

(62%) 

38% have practiced in a low- 
or middle-income country 

(LMIC) currently or in the past.

35% live outside Europe or North America.



4

Leadership
Cochairs | Vice-Chairs | Methods Co-Leads | COI Chairs | LMIC Lead

Screening and
Early Management

Infection Hemodynamics
Respiratory

Support
Adjunctive
Therapies

Goals of Care
and Outcomes

Each subgroup: Lead + Methodologist + Panelists + LMIC member

Systematic Review Team

Evidence synthesis, screening, meta-
analysis

Patient and Family Panel

Values, preferences, outcome 
prioritization

Usability Workgroup

Dissemination and uptake materials

Organizational Structure
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Methods Followed Standards for Trustworthy 

Clinical Practice Guidelines

Defined and prioritized questions in PICO format

population (P), intervention (I), comparator (C), outcomes (O)

Systematic review 

Research librarian, methodologist, clinical experts.

Evidence synthesis Data extraction, meta-analysis, subgroup 
analyses, risk of bias assessment.

Certainty of evidence assessment and evidence profiles

GRADE methodology
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Assessing Certainty of Evidence
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Methods: Evidence-to-Decision Framework 

Evidence-to-Decision (EtD) 
Framework

• Certainty of evidence
• Balance of desirable and 

undesirable effects
• Values and preferences

• Resources use
• Equity

• Acceptability
• Feasibility

Evidence 
Synthesis

Draft 
Recommendations
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Methods: Determining Type of Statement

Figure 1, SSC Guidelines
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Methods: Implications of Statements

Table 2, SSC Guidelines
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Voting (3 rounds)

Required Achieved

Response ≥ 75% ≥ 98%

Agreement ≥ 80% Nearly all >90%
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Executive Summary
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Screening and Early Management
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Table 4, SSC Guidelines
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Screening and Early Management

Recommendation 6: Insufficient evidence to make a recommendation 
regarding use of novel rapid host diagnostics.



18

Antibiotic Management
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Antibiotic Timing: Consistent with 2021
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Antibiotic Selection: Greater Focus on Stewardship
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Upgraded from a 

conditional to 

strong 

recommendation.
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23

Upgraded from 

conditional to 

strong 

recommendation.

36.
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Hemodynamic Monitoring and Resuscitation
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Figure 3, SSC Guidelines



26

26



27

27

Upgraded from 

low to moderate 

certainty evidence.
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28

Upgraded from 

very low to low 

certainty evidence.
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Long term outcomes

Comprehensive medication reconciliation

Discharge instructions and counseling

Patient and family education on sepsis

Assessment and follow-up of physical, cognitive, and emotional problems

Post-critical illness follow-up services
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In Our Practice Statements

Peripheral administration of vasopressors

Departmental surveillance cultures to guide empirical antimicrobial therapy

Invasive vs. noninvasive blood pressure monitoring

Minimally invasive and noninvasive cardiac output monitoring in septic shock

Criteria for adding vasopressin to norepinephrine
Criteria for adding epinephrine to norepinephrine (±vasopressin)

Methylene blue

Inotropes

Midodrine

SpO2 target
Use of corticosteroids

Timing of corticosteroids

Type of corticosteroids

Time-limited trials
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New Tools on SSC Website

https://www.sccm.org/survivingsepsiscampaign/



Thank you!
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