
IDWeek 2025 Highlights Pt. 2
December 2, 2025

Alyssa Castillo, MD & Whitney Hartlage, PharmD

No conflicts of interest to disclose.



The real highlights ☺



Influential Publications in AMS



Influential Publications in AMS



Integrating Environmental 
Sustainability into ID



Integrating Environmental 
Sustainability into ID

DOI: 10.1017/ash.2024.354



Integrating Environmental 
Sustainability into ID



.

• Introduced preset antibiotic 
durations (3 days, 5 days, and 7 
days) for top 6 occurring infections 
in urgent care clinics (UCC):

1) Sinusitis

2) UTI

3) Cellulitis

4) Acute bronchitis

5) Upper respiratory tract infection

6) Pneumonia

• Durations decreased by an average 
1.39 days

Conclusion: simple, low cost intervention 
in EHR nearly doubled antibiotic 
prescriptions that aligned for national 
guidelines for 6 of most common 
infections in their UCC



.

• Adult patients hospitalized with 
CAP at 5 acute care hospitals

Conclusions: 

• Adult patients were 2-fold more likely to 
receive appropriate duration of therapy for 
CAP after implementing EMR transitions of 
care tools without negatively impacting 
patient outcomes

• Continue to explore EMR functionality to 
optimize antibiotic durations at transitions 
of care



Top 10 Papers in Antimicrobial Resistance
Featured by Madison Stellfox, MD, PhD

Question: Using a standard antibiotic spectrum score, does beta-lactam antibiotic de-escalation 
reduce the risk of subsequent resistance in hospitalized patients with gram negative sepsis? 



Antibiotic De-escalation Effects on Gram (-) AMR
Featured by Madison Stellfox, MD, PhD
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Antibiotic De-escalation Effects on Gram (-) AMR
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• Major Take-Home Points: 
• Development of new gram negative resistance within 60 days of beta-

lactam treatment was relatively common (8.3%) and developed quickly 
(mean 23.7d)

• Overall resistance incidence rate = 1.85/1000-patient-days (95% CI: 1.71 
– 2.00)

• Statistically significant reductions in the development of new gram 
negative resistance in the de-escalation group compared to no change – 
HR 0.59 

• Strengths: Used a standard definition of spectrum; 60d follow-up
• Limitations: Single health system; retrospective; did not evaluate 

dose, PK/PD, or drug appropriateness; did not assess for co-
occurring hospital outbreaks



A Day With the Antimicrobial Stewardship Pager
Presented by Erica Stohs, MD

Question:

For which infectious 
syndromes other than 
pneumonia would you 

support de-escalation of an 
anti-MRSA agent in the setting 

of a negative MRSA nares 
PCR? 



Can MRSA nares assist with empiric therapy 
outside the respiratory tract? 
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1Parente, et al. CID 2018. 2Coyle, et al. J Foot Ankle Surg. 2023. 3Mergenhagen, et al CID 2020. 4Acquisito, et al. Emerg Med 2018. 



Can MRSA nares assist with empiric therapy 
outside the respiratory tract?
Presented by Erica Stohs, MD

Figure credit: Liu C & Holubar M. Should a MRSA nasal swab guide empiric antibiotic treatment? NEJM Evidence 2022;1(12). 
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“Toilet Talk”
Presented by Yanina Dubrovskaya, PharmD

• C difficile is a leading cause of diarrhea post-HSCT
• 9-fold higher compared to general inpatients
• 1.4-fold higher than other oncology patients 

• C difficile is an independent risk factor for increased mortality, 
hospital LOS, and GI-GVHD. 

• Prior literature in post-HSCT has shown primary vancomycin 
prophylaxis reduces CDI incidence to 0-2%, but did not describe 
rates of VRE infection

Ref: Chopra T, et al. Clin Transplant. 2011.

Question: Can Primary Oral Vancomycin Prophylaxis (OVP) serve as a medication strategy 
for incident C difficile infection in this high-risk population, 

and does it cause increased rates of VRE? 



OVP to reduce CDI incidence in post-HSCT patients
Presented by Yanina Dubrovskaya, PharmD

Ref: Chopra T, et al. Clin Transplant. 2011.

Exclusions: 
- Prior CDI
- OVP prior to 

study period
- Patients who did 

not survive peri-
transplant

Primary outcome = CDI incidence during index admission
Secondary outcome = CDI within 60d, VRE within 60d, acute GVHD within 120d, hospital LOS, BSI during index admit 
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OVP to reduce CDI incidence in post-HSCT patients
Presented by Yanina Dubrovskaya, PharmD

Conclusions:
“Universal Primary OVP can 
make a Cdiff-erence!”

- Reduced incidence of CDI
- No statistically significant 

difference in VRE infection 
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