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CDIFFerently: What’s new in the diagnosis and 
treatment of C. difficile?
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CDIFFERently: What’s new in the diagnosis and 
treatment of C. difficile?
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Adaptive Immunity: 
C.Diff vaccine Phase III RCT
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→ underpowered study

Recommended review, open 
access New Engl J Med



Kill the Organism
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VAN secondary prophylaxis delays but doesn’t 
prevent rCDI and increases VRE

Oral vancomycin did slow down the recurrence of C.diff. But at the end of the day, 
everybody arrived at the same spot. There was an equal amount of recurrences, whether 
you received placebo or vancomycin. So is the delay in recurrence worth it?
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Pay attention to stopping 
vanco prior to LBPs

RBX2660
Rebyota

SER-109
Vowst

Route Enema PO 

Antibiotic 
washout

24-72h 2-4 days

Table 1: FDA-approved LBPs
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Live Biotherapeutics (LBPs) 
Collateral benefits?



PLACEBO

SER-109





AI and CLABSI review

Slide: Westyn Branch-Elliman



LLM at Stanford

Slide: Jorge Salinas

Also a VA CAUTI project: 95% sensitive, 76% specific
And Spain SSI project: 100% sensitive, 54% specific



Beyond the 101: Pondering 
Perplexing Prescribing Issues



Slide: Pranita Tamma
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Rapid Fire

Katherine Shihadeh, PharmD
Denver Health



Rapid Fire

Hannah Nam, MD
UC Irvine

Quasi-experimental study: kidney transplant recipients did 2% CHD bathing 
of incision site and perineum x 3 months



Rapid Fire

Lauren McDaniel, PharmD
Carilion Clinic – 25 bed hospital!



Rapid Fire

Lauren McDaniel, PharmD
Carilion Clinic – 25 bed hospital!

Providers received monthly scorecards (with financial incentives)
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