
RSV in 2022-23 and beyond



Novel/emerging pathogen

• RSV



RSV Incidence

• Annual surges with peaks in winter months
• 2.1 million annual outpatient visits and 50-100K hospitalizations in 

children <5yrs
• Up to 300 pediatric deaths annually
• Although hospitalizations in >65 not much higher, mortality 50x 

higher
• Nearly all children exposed by 2 y.o.
• Typical illness is uncomplicated URI marked by cough, congestion
• Small caliber airways create special challenge for young infants



RSV Incidence

• During pandemic, dramatic reduction due to masking and other social 
changes
• Multiple birth cohorts with limited RSV specific immunity
• Notable increase in hospitalizations in children 6mos-2 y.o.
• Unprecedented strain on children’s hospitals
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Prevention Strategies

• Masks, distancing, hand washing
• Palivizumab
• Multiple promising new products (vaccines) in late stages – possibly 

as soon as next year








