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SHEA Conference Highlights
• Speakers: Chloe Bryson-Cahn, 

MD, Whitney Hartlage, PharmD, Will 
Simmons, MD

• Case Discussions

• Open Discussion



To screen or not to screen; pre-
emptive strategies to address 
colonization with C.diff

Scott Curry, MD, 
MS

Curtis Donskey, MD



C.diff Colonization

• Asymptomatic carriers of C.diff > pts with CDI

• Most never diagnosed with CDI (>85%)

• But, colonization is important source of incident 
CDI
• In one Curry study:

• 30% HO-CDI liked to Asx carriers

• 30% HO-CDI linked to other CDI patient

Scott Curry, MD, MS



But Does 
Screening Help?

Curtis Donskey, MD

• Some data say yes, but data are limited

• Hard to study screening alone as an intervention

• Not everyone is a super spreader

• 3 studies showing decrease
• Surgical wards with frequent outbreaks
• Acute care
• Stem cell transplant

• 2 studies showing not effective
• Acute care during outbreak setting
• BMT unit



Ongoing Questions Scott Curry, MD, MS

NHSN



So, what do we do? Scott Curry, MD, MS

• Before considering asymptomatic screening. Get 
consistent on all these things:
• Terminally disinfect all rooms with anti-C.diff sporocidal 

agent
• With auditing

• Get HH > 95%

• Standard precautions for pts with fecal incontinence

• Contact precautions for CDI at least for sx duration

• Access to a highly sensitive test



Tele-Antimicrobial Stewardship



The Dogmas of Stewardship: 
Moving the Needle

Emily Spivak, MD
University of Utah School of 

Medicine and Salt Lake City VA

James Lewis, PharmD
Oregon Health & Sciences 

University



• Many ID practices based on case series from 1940s and 1950s

• Starting point = dogma, dictum, tradition, low quality evidence

• Practices often maintained due to lack of new data

• “How we’ve always done it…”

• Dogmas reinforced by past experience and clinical guidelines

• Comfort with dogma → “standard of practice”

• Barrier to change as new & higher quality evidence becomes available

• Dogma > evidence

Wald-Dickler N, et al. Am J Med. 2022 Mar;135(3):369-379.e1



1) Short Course Therapy



1) Short Course Therapy



1) Short Course Therapy



2) Static vs cidal

• 56 trials since 1985 comparing "cidal" vs "static"

• 49 show no difference

• In 6, the static agent looked better

• 1 – the cidal looked better...but it was imi vs tigecycline...

Clin Infect Dis. 2018; 66: 1470.

"Dose the drug right and it will work. It does not 
matter if it is cidal or static."



Bundles for everything

• Valerie Vaughn, MD MSc and Julie Szymczak, PhD

• Technical interventions alone usually fail



Bundle everything

1. Convince people what you want IS the standard 
practice: education  + guidelines

2. Attack the point of prescribing
1. Stewardship

2. Technical Nudges: Ordersets, automatic EMR orders

3. DATA DATA DATA



Julie Szymczak: Perfect Slide



Scott Curry – Micro reporting

1. Cascading results: can I guide providers with 
micro results

2. The molecular blood culture hall of shame



Cascading: bad vs. good



Cascading: Sneaky





Justified Mistrust
Jasmine Marcelin MD

• Lots of people have multiple good reasons to not 
trust the healthcare system
• Historical trauma

• Ongoing discrimination

• Under-resourced supports

• Prior bad experiences with healthcare

• Healthcare system/economy feels like it isn't for them

• What about unjustified mistrust?
• Is there such a thing?
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