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The US Opioid Epidemic
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Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths
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WASHINGTON

OREGON

IDAHO

https://www.drugabuse.gov/drugs-abuse/opioids/opioid-summaries-by-state


Infections in PWID

• A word on stigma and language



Infections in PWID - HIV

4-fold increase in non-MSM PWID diagnosed with HIV in 2017



Infections in PWID - Hepatitis C



Infections in PWID – Endocarditis

Observed and predicated IE in PWID over time (Virginia)

Gray ME, BMC Infect Dis, 2018



Infections in PWID - Osteomyelitis

Blecher R, Spine, 2018



Infections in PWID

• HIV 
• Hepatitis B/C
• Endocarditis
• Epidural Abscess
• Osteomyelitis
• Endovascular Infections
• Bacteremia
• Skin and soft tissue infections
• NSTI



What are we supposed to do 
about it?

• Opportunities to intervene exist every time we 
interact with a patient



Infective Endocarditis at Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Center

• 747 patients with IE (10 years)
• 102 a/w injection drug use

• 57% Surgery
• 49% Readmission
• 25% deceased (median 305 days)
• 8% had a plan for addition treatment at discharge
• 0 given naloxone

• ID team got trained to treat substance use disorder

Rosenthal ES, Amer J of Med, 2016



Interventions for Opioid Use 
Disorder

• Identify it
• Assess readiness for recovery

~50% of patients ready for OUD treatment while inpt
• Provide Treatment
• Harm reduction



Medication Assisted Treatment

• “…the use of medications in combination with 
counseling and behavior therapies for the treatment of 
substance use disorders.”
• Safe and effective
• 3 meds to know:

• Methadone
• Naltrexone
• Buprenorphine

• Buprenorphine Training
• Any provider with a DEA License
• 8 hour course



Harm Reduction

• How to help keep patients alive until they are ready 
for treatment
• Safer injection practices
• Naloxone
• Creative means to get ID care
• PrEP
• Vaccinations
• Mental health referrals
• Treatment for other medical problems
• Housing



Stretching the Scope

Rapoport AB, NEJM, 2017



Resources

• www.samhsa.gov
• https://www.asam.org/resources/guidelines-and-

consensus-documents
• Waiver training 
• https://www.asam.org/education/live-online-

cme/waiver-training

http://www.samhsa.gov/
https://www.asam.org/resources/guidelines-and-consensus-documents
https://www.asam.org/education/live-online-cme/waiver-training

