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Tuesday, September 21, 2021

Agenda
• Didactic: COVID Vaccinations for HCP
• Case Discussions
• Open Discussion 
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Initial UW Medicine Approach
• Long history of “successful” HCW influenza vaccination 

(Flu Prevention Program)
• Allowed medical and philosophical declinations
• Philosophical declinations required viewing a education 

module and an in-person EH visit every year
• Initial success: HCW flu vaccinations increased from ~40%-

50% to ~85% and over time increased to >93%
• No accommodations aside from no vaccination

• Summer 2021, plan to adopt the HCW flu program to 
COVID vaccination
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First Iteration

• Vaccination requirement of employment
• Same declination options
• Medical
• Religious
• Philosophical

• Religious and philosophical declinations required to 
complete an online educational module but no in-
person EH visit
• Did not have a plan for accommodations
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Second Iteration

• Removal of philosophical declinations
• Updated level of documentation required for 

medical and religious requests
• Medical: History of reaction, how diagnosed, duration of 

need for accommodation
• Religious: explanation of religious exemption and how it 

forbids vaccination
• Both sets of requests required evaluation for 

accommodations 
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Medical Request



citations

Medical Request
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Religious Request I
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Religious Request II
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Request Process
• Medical requests (2 steps)

• Assumed to be temporary
• Does it meet CDC contraindication or similar reasonable 

history?
• All requests that don't meet standard criteria reviewed 

by a panel
• Accommodations

• Religious requests (2 steps)
• Assume permanent
• No challenge to religious statement(s)
• Accommodations available depending on type of work
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Challenges

• This hasn't been done before (at least for us)
• Recent infection
• Recent MAb treatment

• Operationalization of testing requirements
• Moving HCWs from current roles for 

accommodations
• Union discussions
• Will HCWs leave their jobs?
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Resources

• WA DOH Vaccination Requirement
• Joint Statement in Support of COVID-19 Vaccine 

Mandates for All Workers in Health and Long-Term 
Care

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/505-160-VaccinationRequirementFAQs.pdf
https://www.acponline.org/acp_policy/statements/joint_statement_covid_vaccine_mandate_2021.pdf

